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| Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but 


try the Spirits whether they be of 
God, for many falſe Prophets are 


gone out into the World. 


HO our Bleſſed Lord had taught 
and proved his. Holy Goſpel to be 
the Word of God, and by his A- 
poſtles whom he commiſſion d and 

ſent in his Name, and endued with Power from 

on High, had preach d and confirm d it, by Mira- 


cles or Signs following Them; yet he foreſaw 


that falſe Prophets would ariſe, who would en- 
deavour to ſubvert and deſtroy it's fundamental 
Truths, by pretending to be what They were 
not; by covering the ravenous Wolf under the 


Sheep's clothing: and by teaching ſuch Do- 


ctrines as are not conſiſtent with the Word of 
And this he foreſaw would not be only thoſe 


falſe Prophets, or Teachers, who ſhould pro- 


ceed from among Fews or Gentiles; but ſuch 
alſo who, though converted to, and convinc'd 


of, the Truths of Chriſtianity, ſhould endea- 
vour to oppoſe the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
through the impious Vanity and proud Conceit 
of their own Hearts; and through the Laſts of 
the Fleſh, the Deceitfulneſs. of Sin, and the 

A | &-:. De- | 


[2 ] 


Devices of Satan, ſhould preſume to oppoſe the 


Wiſdom of God, and the ſpiritual Precepts of 


his Goſpel, falſely Suggeſting, that thoſe Do- 


ctrines are inconſiſtent with God's Goodneſs, 


that are repugnant to the corrupt Reaſon, and 
Affections of Man. 

And therefore faith KF to his Followers, 
(a) Beware f falſe Prophets who come to you in 
Sheeps — but inwardly they are ravening 
Walter And for the fame + %6 a the Apoſtle 
St. John, Jo by his own Experience ſeen 
the baſe Attempts of falſe Prophets, whom his 
Great Maſter had foretold ſhould ariſe, to cor- 


rupt the Faith and Morals of the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, to prevent Thoſe who ſhould read this 


72 Epiſtle, from giving Ear to, and being Miſled 
by Them, exhorts Them, faying, Beloven believe 
not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they 


be of God, for many falſe Prophets are gone out into 


the Worla 
In ſpeaking to theſe W ords, 1 ſhall endea- 
your to ſhew, 


: I Firſt, Whiat is here meant by theſe worde 


Beloved believe not every Fpirit, me ny 
II. Secondly, What by trying of the Spirits, 
| together with the End of 3.2, 
Spirits, viz, whether they be of God. 


I. Firſt then 1 am to ſhew what ishere meant, 
by theſe Words, Beloved belizve not every 


Spirit. - 
The aforeſaid caution: of our Saviour, Beware 


of falſe rr and this of the Apoſtle in my 


() Aan 7. Hy. 


is Tryal of che 


Text, 


4 


2 


Text, is ſufficient Reaſon, ſor us to believe not 
every Spirit. For our Saviour Chriſt hath fore- 
told us, (4) That Many foal come in his Name, 
ſayings Lam Chriſt ;. yet "has: is no Reaſon, that 
we ſhould beheve any of thoſe Pretenders to be 
Chriſt, becauſe our Lord aſſures us that They 
Jhall deceive many; and therefore the more Rea- 
ſon we have to take Care that we believe not 
every ſuch a Pretender to be Chriſt, leſt we alſo 
be deceived. 
Very ſubtle and various are the Actifices; by 
which Theſe Deceivers labour to induce and 
perſwade us to Believe them to be, what They 
Be the Conſidence to Aſſert, in Effect, that 
They are Commiſſion d by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in an extraordinary Manner, to regulate the 
Faith, and correct the Morals of Mankind. 
They pretend, by Virtue of this imaginary 
Commiſſion, to have more than ordinary 4//i/t- 
ance and Comfert in their Chriſtian Labours, that 
hey are ſupported and ſtrengthen d in their long 
and daily Harangues t to cheir Hiegal and Tumultu- 
* , ous Aſkmblies. 
| Some of which through Ignorance; ſome out 
of Novelty and Curioſity, to hear what Thoſe 
: Bablers ſay; and others out of Prejudice to the 
Beſt and moſt truly Apoſtolick Church in the 
World; hear and receive their Doctrines with 
Approbation and Joy; and look on Them as 
Teachers, ſent from Heaven to ſnew Them their 
Way Thither. 
- Yet neither this bold dos to the Holy 
Spirit; and his extraordinary Aids, Helps and 


(a) Math, 24. f * Joyragh, Þ . 24: Laſt Jour, p. 19. P. 60- 
A 2 (03+ 


— CbL̃uuonſolationt, nor the numerous Aſſemblies which 
_— attend their Praying and Preaching, and Ex- 
A} pounding of the Scriptures, are any Reaſon for 
| 3 Us. to believe, as They affirm, that They are, 
© Men of extraordinary Gifts and Graces: above 
their Brethren. Fe | 
_ © Good Reaſon therefore have We, as our Sa- 
- viour ſaith, (a) not to go after, nor follow ſuch 
| | Men, or as the Apoſtle Rich, not to believe every 
HS Spirit, or any ſuch inſolent Pretenders to it, 
leaſt we ſhould ruſn into the Danger, of which 
' our Saviour has forewarn d us in theſe Words, 
i (6) If the Blind lead the Blind, They ſhall Both fall 
' into the Ditch, A ſufficient Reaſon this, not to 
believe every Spirit; (c) If any Man therefore ſhall 
ſay unto us, lo, here is Chriſt or there, our Lord 
5 ſaith, believe it not; For there ſhall ariſe falſe 
AY ' Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, and ſhall, (what our 

Modern Prophets have attempted but in vain) 
ſhew great Signs and Wonders, inſomuch that (if it 
[| were Paik, ) They ſhall decerve the very Eledt. 
7 We ſhould therefore (d) hold faſt the Form f 
| Sound Words, the Religion of Jeſus, and Wor- 
| ſhip our Heavenly Father in that Way which 1 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have clearly reveal'd to 
| us; not Adding to, or Diminiſhing from the 
Articles of Faith, nor overſtraining or relaxing 
. the Lines of our Chriſtian Duty, according to 

| the Capricious Humours, and Enthuſiaftick o- 
pinions of Thoſe Men, who pretending to 
oreater Wiſdom (e) than their Teachers, and to 
more Underſtanding than all their Spiritual 


TW (a) Luke 17. 23. (b) Matt. 15. 14. (e) Math, 24. 23, 24. 


(d) 2 Tim, 1, 13. (e) Pſal. 119. 99. 
5 | Paſtors 


1 


Paſtors and Guides, who as far exceed theſe 
young Sons of Levz(who take ſo much upon Them). 
in ſound Doctrine, true Piety, and Learning, 
as They do in Years and Diſcretion; boldly 
preſume (a) to toſs to and fro, and carry about all 
Sorts and Conditions of Men, ke ſo many Chil- 
dren, by their ſpiritual Slezght, and canting 
Craftineſs; and not only lie in wait to deceive pri- 
vate Families, but invade our Churches; and 
if * thruſt out of our Synagogues, commence Field- 
Preachers, and boaſt- of the Succeſs of their La- 
bours, and inſinuate the + Truth of their Do- 
ctrines, by the vaſt Multitudes that follow 
Them. 

But the Multitude af Followers is no Argu- 
ment of the Goodneſs of a Cauſe, for if ſo, 
Fog ray; as we read As 5. 36. who aroſe, boaſt- | 

ne himſelf to be ſome Body, to whom a Number of 
Men, about four I houſand joined themſelves, might 
therefore have fancied Himſelf to have been in 
the Right, but he was ſlain, and all as many as 
obeyed him, were ſcattered, and brought to nought. 
Tf this Counſel, or thu Work be of Men, it will come 
to nought: But if it be of God, we cannot overthrow 
it. But that it is not of God, I hope to prove 
under wy bed 


284; 2 particular, which is to ſhew, what 
is meant by trying the Spirits; together with / 
the End of this Trial. 


Now to try the Spirits * we may know me- 
ther they be of God, or not, we muſt appeal (6) 20 
9 fs. 14. Journ. p. 106. 1 p.55. p- 92. 0 J. 8. FR 
the 


5 
| iv Lexi and to 2 to the lively Oracles 
e God; and try and examine the Doctrines of 
Thefe Men, by the infallible Rule of God's 
Word, ſo ſhall we be able to diſcover the Fruth 
or Falſhood that is in Them, For (a) if They: 
ſheak not: according to this Word, in 1 Se there 
it no Light in Them. And in ſpite of their Pre- 
tended: Sanctity, and their Powerful Preaching, 
They ſo much Boaſt of, and their ardent Zeal 
to pro the Faith of Chriſt ; we ſhall have 
Reaſon to Queſtion, whether there is not more 
of the proud Phariſee, than of the poor Pub- 
lican, or the humble Sinnen; more Oſtentation 
and Vain- glory, than Chriſtian Charity and 
True Zeal, in them and their Doctrines. Which 
I ſhall endeavour to Bvince, by a brief Bxami- 
nation of their Behaviour and their Doctrines, | 
Ihe firſt Thing that 1 ſhall Examine, is the 
Doctrine lately delivered before the Univerſity, 
concerning Juſtification: For there it was faid, 
that we are Fuſtified, by Faith only; this Aſſer- 
tion is not only Falſe, but a plain Contradict ion 
to the Aſſertion of St. James, for he faith, 
8 ftified by Works, and nos by 
Faith only . Aſſertion is a Concluſion 
of r St. . had Aſſerted and Proved be- 
fore: for in the preceeding Verſes, He Illu- 
ſtrates this Point, by comparing the Nature of 
Faith without Works, with the verbal Diſpoſi- 
tion to Acts of Mercy and Charity, without the 
genuine Fruits and Effects thereof: For ſaith 
he, (e) What doth is profit, my Brethren; though a 
Man ſay be hath Faith, and bave not Works ? Can 


ans 8, 20. bas 2. 24. (e) Ver. I | 


OOTY 


7 14.8 

Faith fave him? ¶ a Brother or Siſter be — 
and deſtitute of daily Food, and One of you ſay. un 
them, depart. in Peace, be you warm d, and 2 
notwethſtanding you give them not thoſe Things which 
are needful to * Body, what doth it profit? Even 
o Fauh * Warks, i Dead being alone: 
yea, a Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have 
Works; ſbem me thy Faith, without thy Works, and 
1 will foew thee my Faith, by my Works. And to 
ſhew farther that Faith without Works cannot 
Juſtify, He ſaith, Thon behieveſt that there i one 
God, Thou doſt Wel ; The Devils alſo believe and 
eremble. But wilt Thou now, O vain Man, that 
Faith without Warks i, Dead. 


This is the expreſs Doctrine of St. James; and 


Hie dares then any Novice in Divinity to con- 


tradict St. James, a Man inſpired by the n 
Ghoſt > 

Why it ſeems expedient, that the alin 
dent Efficacy of Faith ſhould be raiſed toiſuch 
an Height, that Men may be more eaſily dif: 
poſed to Believe that there are extraordinary 


Communications of the Holy Ghoſt, given to 


theſe enlighten d * Brethren, in a Manner ſo 
feeling and ſenſible, as if above all other Chri- 
ſtians, They were led and inſpired by him, and 
were his choſen and peculiar Favourites. F 
But They ſay, that They have St. Paul's Au- 
thority to oppoſe the Doctrine of St. Famer, 
which They quote from theſe Words of His, 
Rom. 3. 28. We are juſtiſied by Faith without the 
Deeds of the Law. This Aſſertion of St. Paul 
may ſeem to contradict, but it really doth not, 


Ra * Journal, p. 80. 


=” 


| 1 8 ] | 

the Aſſertion of St. James, for if it 2 K = = | 
St. Paul, and St. amet, were Both inf; 

the Holy Ghoſt; the G0d of Truth, who 75 
Lie, muſt contradict Himſelf, which is an Ab- 

ſurdity, and Blaſphemy to Alſert. Wherefore 

Both theſe Apoſtkes with Regard to juſtifying 
Faith, though They differ in Words, yet mean 
the ſame Thing. Wherefore this Expreſſion of 
St. Paul, a Man 1s juſtiſied by Faith, without the 
Deeds of” the. Law, can ſignify no more, than 
that neither the Works of the Ceremonial Law 
can Juſtify, in Oppoſition to the Scribes and 


| Phariſees, Hypocrites; nor the Works of the 


Moral Law, in Oppoſition to the Roman Con- 
verts, and Gentiles; Becauſe, when we have 
done All, we muſt own that a) we are but un- 
profitable Servants. But it cannot ſignify, that 
a Dead Faith, productive of no Good Works, 
can juſtify, becauſe thenan idle and dead Faith, 
which is the Faith of ain would juſtify and 


ſave Them; 


And that St. Paul means by Faith that juſti- 
fies, not a dead but a lively Faith, is evident be- 
cauſe He tells us, that it muſt be a %) Faith that 
works by Love, and conſequently ſuch a Faith as 
produceth Good Works. 

And further to ſhew that St. Paul and ct. 
James are of the ſame Opinion with regard to 
juſtifying Faith, appears from both theſe Apo- 
ſtles Illuſtration of Faith from that of Father 


(e) Abraham's, whoſe Faith we know to have 
been Lively and Practical, from his Readineſs 


to offer his Son, his only Son Iſaac, the Son of 


4 Luk, 17. 10. (b) Gal. 5.6. (e) Rem. 4. 3. Jan. 2. 23. 
the 


[9] 


the Promiſe; a Sacrifice to God, \ in ene 
oo his Command. 
Alfter all, to ſpeak trictly- and properly; we 
| are juſtified i in the Sight of God, neither by 
! Faith, nor by Good Works, nor by both toge- 
ther, on account of their Imperfection; but by 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is 
the ſole Meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtification: - 
our Faith being only the Inſtrument whereby 
we receive, or the Condition whereby we are 
qualified to receive the Efficacy thereof. And 
our Good Works no more than Evidences, not 
to God, who knoweth all Things, but to our 
Selves, and other Men, that we have a lively 
Faith; all which is evidently aſſerted; or im- 
plied in theſe. Words of St. Paul, (a) 2s by the 
Offence of one Judgment came upon all Men: to Con- 
demnation; even ſo by the Righteouſneſs of One the 
free Gift came upon all Men unto Juſtification. 
I cannot diſmiſs this Point, without taking 
Notice of the indecent, falſe, unchriſtian Re- 
flect ions caſt on the Clergy of our Church, 
charging Them with Popery and Perjury, than 
which nothing is more Unjuſt, except the cruel 
Mercies of Thoſe, who paſs Sentence of Dam- 
nation upon all who have not the ſame Spiritual 
Pride, Vanity, and Enthuſiaſm as Themſelves. 
The next Thing I ſhall examine is Their Do- 
Arine of the new Birth: What is meant by the 
new: Birth, 1 ſhall: endeavour Fre to ſhew 
from the Words of their great itinerant Preacher, 
who compaſſes:Sea and Land, to make Proſelytes to 
Himſelf, that They may haye tho Þke Falerge- 


(4) Rom. 5. 18. 
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85 1 20 1. 
ments of Heart, Illuminations of Mind, and . 
 Feling of the Spurit. 

He is but a young Son of che Prophets, yet 
"if We will take his Word for it, “ He is as 
< much Inſpired, and felt the Holy Ghoſt at 
_ <Impoſition of Hands, as much as Elz ſba did, 

6c who Elijah dropped his Mantle; Nay He tells 
us that Others ſaw it alſo. Saw what, the 
Holy Spirit, which is inviſible? Or, did the 
Spirit appear under a vifibleShape, as when He 
By deſcended, and ſat upon the Apoſtles * Or did 
They ſee that He felt the Holy Shot on Ac- 
count of ſome odd Geſtures, or Grimaces, He 
perhaps ſhew d at that Time? Is that ſeeing the 
Holy Ghoſt? And that « His Oppoſers would 
«they but ſpeak, .cannot but conteſs, that God 
Lis with Him of a Truth, onions then do 
They fight againſt God: N 

Nay, He has the Modeſty to compare + Bling 
ſelf, in his Labours and AMictions, with the 
Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles,” and even with 
the Son of God Himſelf, in his familiar and 
 m—_ Way of expreſſing ** Himlelf tothe | 
Father, ſay ing, The happy Hour is not yet 
«© come. There are many Promiſes to be fulfill d 
in Me, many Souls to be call d, many Suffer- 
4 ings to be endured, before 1 go hence, Father, 

5 Thy Will be done. But let us Ne, what This 
inſpir d Man ſajth of the new Birch. We find 
1 his ++ * that the new Birth is a 
Converſion and Change wrought in the Mind 
"4 a Man, by a ſenſible Operation of the _ 


* 17 bitfield's Laſt Journal, p. 18. p. 24. (9 ey 
; Jo p. 30. 2 it p. 80. | 


of 


[111 
of God; ſuch an Operation as may be felt, and 
; diſtinguiſhed as the Hand of God, overpowering 
the Soul; and that Thoſe who have not expe- 
rienced ſome ſuch ſenſible Change in their 
Hearts, are not Born again, nor in a State of 
 Safouriomann £4ifr e eee hoody 
This is exempliſied in the ſurprizing Con- 
verſion or nem Birth of two of their Followers; 
One of which was a * < Woman ſeiz d with lit- 
«tle leſs than the Agonies of Death, but that 
upon his Prayers to God, who had brought 
ee her to the Birth, He would give her ſtrength 
c to bring forth, after ſome Days Travail and 
« Groaning in Bondage, our Lord got Himlſelt 
« the Victory. ET: TE”; es 
The other Inſtance is the Converſion of one; 
which He compares to the miraculous Con ver- 
ſion of St. Panl, who + he ſays was brought up 
te at the Feet of Gamalzel, becauſe for ſome Years 
« at Cambridge: as touching the Law with regard 
te to outward Morality, blameleſs; that God re- 
cc vealed his dear Son to him, and caſt him down 
to the Earth, as he did Saul, by eight Days 
« Sickneſs, during which, he ſcarce ever Eat, 
ce or Drank, or Slept, but underwent, great A- 
« ponies and Tortures; till at length the Scales 
Ce fell from the Eyes of his Mind, at the Inſtru- 
c tion of a poor travelling Woman, (who ſup- 
ct plied the room of Anania:) in the Nature of 
te the new Birth. e ROT 
What an impudent Burleſque, and blaſphe- 
mous Ridicule is this Compariſion, upon the 
wonderful Converſion of St. Paul ; 
Journal, p. 43. 81. | T. 
; 6. B 2 The 


* 
1 4 


| "> 12 I 
The Former: of theſe Inſtances, * He ob» 
— was accounted Mad for three Years 
4 paſt, and by her Friends was treated as ſuch, 
and per haps in ſpite of ber ended new 
Birth, continues ſo ſtill. 5 n 217 
And the Latter inſtead of ba o tranſlated fri 
" DarÞreſs to Light, has, as I have ere loſt his 
Senſes; His Head being turn d, with the odd O- 
pinions by which this” Sort of Mer 1 have di. 
ſturb ed his Bram. 152194 594 
Very excellent (a) Babes in brit J Wonderful 
Inſtances of the nem Birth! Is Madneſs the ne- 
ceſſar y Preparation for, or Conſequence of the 
new Birth? It ſeems as if it were 10, if we are 
to judge of it, by theſe Men's Behaviour. Or 
muſt every One that is e er and Born a- 
gain of the Spirit, undergo ſuch “ great Ago- 
Inies and Tortures; and Travall, oak Labour 
in bs e for many Days, before the Lord 
Himſelf the Victory? © + 
| es no Doubt, but the new Birth, as well 
as the natural Birth, may have it's Pains. and 
Agobies ; and that all T hoſe, who have been 
great Sinners, muſt in Proportion to their Tranſ- 
greſſions, have greater Sorrows and Compun- 
ction of Mind, than leſſer Offenders; before or 
when the new Birth i is form d within Them; but 
that All, who are Regenerate and Born again, 
4 muſt ſenſibly feel the Operations of the 
Spirit, as the mighty Hand of God, over- 
% powering the Soul, Is what the Scri- 
ptures do Aſſert, nor the Experiezice whos beſt 
of Men can Atteſt, . _ 


Journal, p. 43. () f Ov. 3. 1. 4 Jour, 4 


( 433] 
For let us hriefly examine hat the Scriptures 
an as touching the New Birth : Our Saviour 
ſaith unto Niaedemur, Except a Mam bt born g- 
gain, He cannot enter into the 'Kjngdom of God: 
Nezcodemus ſaith unte him, Hom can a Man be born 
wn he 15 o, —— the: ſecond Time into 
bit Moher s Wonib,' and be burn Feſus anſwered, 
verily, verily, I ſay unto I bee, except 'a Man be 
bar of Mater and a/ the Spire, he cammot enter into 
ths \Kzngdom of 0 f God. * WJ * Ni 
Here we ſee the Neceflity and Benefit of the 
— of Baptiſm, in which every Perſon, 
if a meet Partaker thereof, by being immerſed 
in, or ſprinkled with Water, and receiving the 
Holy Spirit, is Born again; and is thereby 
7 ws 2 Child af God, a Member of Chriſt, 
and an Inheritor of the Kin gdom of Heaven. 
Now Baptiſm is either 25 young Children, 
or of Thoſe of riper Years; And both of I heſe 
at their Baptiſm are made New Creatures, being 
born again by Water and the Spirit. As for Chil- 
dren we have no Manner of Reaſon to believe 
that They feel at their Baptiſm, when They are 
Born again, any ſenfible Operation of the Spirit 
upon their Souls; Whence it follows that the 
new Birth may be compleated;: WO any (en : 
nile Operation of the Spirit. 1: 

And as for Perſons (ni BP in cheir riper 
Years, I dare fay, that They perceive, (if They 
would Teſtify) no other 2 of the Spirit 
upon their Hearts, than any Devout Commu- 
nicant perceives in Himſelf, when He partakes 


of the Elements of Bread and Wine, at = Lords 


Supper + though He does nos feel the Holy 
Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt ſenſibly Working within Him; yet He 


perceives uſually. the Fruits or Graces of the 


Spirit, ſuch as Love, Peace, and Joy, 3 
in his Heart by Faith. © 

But to proceed, the Scripwurnd e of 
the New Birth is figuratively and variouſly: ſet 
forth; ſometimes it is ſtil'd a Converſion of the 
Heart from Sin unto God: it is ſaid to be a 
Change from Uncleanneſt and Iniquity, to Purity 
and Holineſs of Life, by putting off the Old Man, 


corrupt Communtcation, and being created after the 


Image of God, in Riehtcouſneſ? and true Holineſs: 
by turning from Darkneſs to 1 from the Power 


of Satan unto Cd: by cruciſying the Fleſh with the 


inordinate Afectiont and Laſts: and by e and b 
Walls! in the Hpirit. 


All theſe Expreſſions, thin ugh differing in 


Words, yet mean the fame Thing: (viz.) what it ö 


is to be born again, or to become a nem Creature. 
So that He whoſe Life and Converſation is 


ſuitable to any of theſe Characters, Acts ſuita- 


bly to all the reſt; and is, in a true Chriftian 
Senſe of the Word, a new Creature: and is 
made ſo too, without any ſenſible Operations 


of the Spirit, ſuch as may be Felt, ſuch as 


overpower the Souls of the Regenerate. For 
if Theſe had been Neceſſary to the new Birth, 
ſurely They would have been mention d in all, 


or ſome at leaſt, of thoſe Expreſſions aforeſaid, 


deſcribing the new Birth. 
The Apoſtles, who were Ordained to "Preach 


Afis 14. 15. Rom. 6. 19. Eph. 4. 223 23, 24+ Cl. 3. 9 10. 
A. 26. 18. Gal. 5. 16. 24, 25. 


the 


t hs } 
the Goſpel throughout the World, had the 
Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch an extraordinary Manner, 
communicated to Them, that They were ſaid 
to have been all filed with the Holy Ghoſt. 


And indeed it was very neceſſary, that They 
| ſhould be (a) filed withthe Spirit of Truth, who 


were to Preach all ſaving Truths, and (6) to de- 
clare the whole Counſel of God. But tis obſeryable 
that They were endued with Power to Work 
Miracles, for a Proof of their Divine Miſſion, 
and the Conviction of their Hearers: And till 
our inlightened Brethren, can give the fame 
Evidences, of like Manifeſtations of the Spirit 
within Them, let 'em talk what They will of 
the ſenſible Workings of the Spirit within, and 
of receiving the Spirit, in as great a Meaſure, 
as the Apoſtles did; unleſs They can ſupport 
their Aſſertions by Miracles, They will gain 
Credit with None, beſide Their ignorant and 
deluded Followers. me 
From the Scriptural Account of the New 
Birth above-mentioned, We have Reaſon: to 
| draw a Concluſion directly oppoſite to That of 
the inlightened + Preacher, viz. That if a Man 
4k conſtantly attends on the Means of Grace, is 
«exact in his Morals, humane and courteous in 
c his Converſation, gives much in Alms, is fre- 
« quent in private and publick Duties, and ob- 
« ſer ves to the beſt of his Power the Rules of the 
« Goſpel; I ſay, we have Reaſon to conclude, 
in Oppoſition to the Field Preacher, That 
« fach a Man is not deſtitute of any ſaving 


| > «Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as Thoſe on whom 


(.) Ad. 20. 27. (b) Ad, 3. 6, c. f Journ, p. 82. 
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ec his Name was never call d, and who ſtill ſit in 
*Parkneſs, and the Shadow of Death; but that 
He is Regenerate, and ſuch a nem Creature, as 
God requires, and will mane ol ay; for the Sake | 
of Chritt.” «| 
Iſhall nde this Point, wich the following | 
Reflection. If every Chriſtian at his new Birth 
muſt perceive and feel a ſenſible Operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon his Soul, and if all Thoſe, | 
who do not Experience it, are not in a State of 
Salvation; how few then of all the Millions of 
Profeflors of Chriſtianity are there, that have 
been, or will be Saved! Scarce any but the Iti- 
nerant Preacher, a few of his Followers, and 
. | ſome Quakers, who by ſtrength of Imagination 
perſwade Themſelves, that They have Felt the 
\T extraordinary Impulſes, and the ſenſible Opera- 

| | tions of the Holy Spirit within Themm 
If this Doctrine be true, How is the God of 
all Mercy and Goodneſs, the God of Love, 
| Comfort, and Joy, turned into a Cruel and 
| Tyrannical Being, that en not to en 
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bdut to deſtroy Mankind! 29 | 
But that our Gord God is nb ſuch a merdi- 
leſs Being, and that He is not with Them of a 
Truth, as They confidently Aſſert; and that 
They, not Thoſe who oppoſe Their Spiritual 
Pride, and Their numerous Errors that are in- 
conſiſtent with, and therefore deſtructive of 
| Chriftianity, do (a e againſt God, will furthet 
= appear, Thirdly, from their Denying Men che | 
ff Uſe of Gods Creatures; "Their encouraging ; 
. Religious Exerciſes to the Nigtet of oth 
4 a) Adds p.> - 3. 00) 5 
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Chriftian Duties; Their uncharitable Cenſures 
of their Brethren, the Clergy of the Church of 


England; and Their Diſregard to all Rule and ; 


Authority. 


It appears from their Denying Men the Uſe 
of God's Creatures; We own that Faſting is a 
Chriſtian Duty, as well as Prayer, enjoined by 
our Lord Himſelf, and therefore ſometimes, by 
ſome Perſons, requiſite and neceſſary to be per- 
formed ; but too rigorouſly, too frequently, as 
well as too long, to deny Ourſelves or Others, 
the Uſe of God's Creatures, is ſo far from being 
a Duty, that it is a Sin; mix'd with Folly, In- 
juſtice, and Ingratitude. | 


For He that emaciates and ſtarves Himſelf by 


too ſevere an Abſtinence, under a Pretence of 
Mortiſying the Fleſh, that He may fit Himſelf for 
the Spirit; may indeed ſo far mortiſy Himſelf, 


that He may be in Danger of breaking the fixth 


Command. And ſome ſuch Inſtances of this 
Kind among Them, I have heard of; Inſtances 
of Folly, and Injuſtice, to Themſelves, and of 
Ingratitude towards God. For He doth not 
deny the Uſe of His Creatures, becauſe He 
(a) hath appointed Them to be uſed with Thankſ- 
giving: And by his Apoſtle bids us (b) Uſe the 


| World, but not Abuſe it, Nay in ſome Caſes a 


freer Indulgence in the Uſe of His Creatures, 


without a ſinful Exceſs, is allowed Us; or elſe 


our Saviour at (c) the Marriage at Cana in Ga- 
lilee, would not have ſupplied the Gueſts, after 
They had well drank, with Wine, at the Expence 


: of a Miracle. 


(6) 1 Tim. 4. 3. (6) 10. 7. 31, (c) Joh. 2. 9, I2. 
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But further, that They teach Doctrines in- 
_ conſiſtent with, and deſtructive of Chriſtianity, 


appears from 'Their encouraging religious Ex- 


erciſes, to the neglect of other Chriſtan Du- 
ties. That They have done ſo, is Fact, and 


cannot be Denied: For how many frequent 


Their Aſſemblies, to the Neglect of the reſpe- 


ctive Duties in their ſeveral Stations; And 
while They run gaping after the ſpiritual Food, 
which theſe Rambling Teachers pretend to Di- 
ſtibute to Them from Heaven, leave their Bu- 


ſineſs at Random, and their Families to want 
the neceſſary Food of this Life; not conſidering 


that it is their Duty to Attend at the appoint- 
ed Seaſons, on the Service and * Ordinances of 
God, under their proper Paſtors, not in High- 


Ways, in Fields, or Commons, but in thoſe 
Places, which are ſet Apart for, and Dedicated 
to God's Honour and Worſhip : And as St. Paul 


faith, (a) to ſtudy to be quiet, and mind their own 


| Buſmeſs, that They may provide for "Thoſe of their 


own Houſbolds, left They be pronounced by the 
Holy Spirit, to have (b) denied the Faith, and to 
be worſe than Infidels. VVV 

Let Theſe Itinerant Preachers then conſider, 
that while They are Labouring, through an 
over-heated and miſguided Zeal, to make Saints, 
They are making ſome of Their Followers the 
worſt of Sinners. Some of which have been ſo 
Infatuated, as to think all Worldly Affairs, in- 


conſiſtent with the Profeſſion of a Methodift ; 
and therefore have reſigned that Liberal Main- 


tenance which God had given Them for their 


DEP n + GEL aa C 8 
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Support, that They might entirely throw 

Themſelves upon the Care of Providence. But 

ſuch a Proceeding is not to Truſt in, but to 

Tempt God, and may be truly ſtiled Madneſs: 1 

Or elſe St. Paul would not have ſaid, He that 

will not Work, let Him not Eat, While Others 

of em waiting impatiently for the ſenſible Ope- | 

rations of God's Spirit, to effect Their New 

Birth, but not feeling thoſe inward Workings | 

ſo ſoon as They have expected, have fallen in- 

to Deſpair : the too uſual and natural Conſe- 
quences of Religious Enthuſiaſm. | 
Another Reaſon that Their Preaching is in- 
Conſiſtent with, and therefore deſtructive of 
: Chriſtianity, appears, from Their uncharitable 
| Cenſures of Their Brethren, the Clergy of the 
Church of England: ſome of which, becauſe 
They write againſt Their pernicious Tenets, 
They ftigmatize as virulent Oppoſers of the 
Truth, and * of not knowing any Thing as 
“I hey ought to know; condemning Others, 
as Letter learned Teachers, as ** © Wicked 
“and Blind Guides, as ++ © Indolent, Earth- 
„ ly-minded, Pleaſure-taking Brethren,” becauſe 
They are not of Their Preachers Opinion. 

But let theſe confident Aſſerters of new 
Illaminations, theſe forward Cenſurers of their 
Oppoſers, who are far ſuperiour to Them, in 
true Piety, I believe, as well as Learning, know 
and conſider, that if They have (a) Faith to re- 
move Mountains, and all other Gifts and Graces | 
of the Holy Spirit, and have not Charity, They : | 
are Nothing. And that whatever Pretences They 

Journ. p. 89. tp. 110. “ p.75. tt p75. (a) 1 Or. 13. 23. 4 
wy C 2 | may / | 


- © | 

may make to the Extraordinary Impulſes of the 
Spirit; yet their Want of Charity, notwith- 
ſtanding Their burning Zeal for the Honour of 
God, and the Service of His Church, will by 
no Means intitle '| hem, to the Name of a Chri- 
ſtian, becauſe our Saviour faith, (a) that by the 
fall all Men know, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
have Love one to another. | 

The laſt Reaſon that I ſhall mention that 
Their Practice is Inconſiſtent with, and there- 
fore Deſtructive of Chriſtianity, is IJ heir diſre- 
gard to all Rule and Authority. IJhis is Evi- 
dent, becauſe They Act in Defiance to the Laws 


of Man, the Rules of the Church, and the Au- 
thority of God. | 


— 


For what is Their Praying and Preaching to 
Tumultuous Aſſemblies, to many Thouſands, 
collected together in the Field, but a Breach of 
all Thoſe Laws which are Enacted for the Peace 
and Quiet of the Kingdom? And for the Sup- 
port of Uniformity, Decency, and Order, in 
the Church? And what is the Filling and Di- 
ſtracting Men's Heads with fantaſtick Notions, 
and ſenſible Workings of the Spirit, in the For- 
mation of the New Birth, a Doctrine no where 
to be found in the Word of God: For if it 
were, Why do They not prove it by that 
Word? For it is that Word alone, and not 
Their Whimſies, that can () make us Wiſe unto 
Salvation : I ſay, What is the filling Men's 
Heads with ſuch idle and imaginary Notions, 
but an alienating. the Affections of the People, 
from their proper Paſtors? An impudent Pre- 
(j Joh. 13. 35. (b) 2 Tim. 3. 15. . 
Fe 5 ſumption 
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ſumption in Theſe new-fangled Teachers, That 
They are Wiſer than God? And a ſetting up 
Their own fantaſtick Conceits, in Oppoktion 
to his Authority ? | 
And ſo fond are Theſe Men, and ſo bigotted 
to Their wild Opinions, and ſo puffed up with 
Pride and Vanity at the Succeſs of Their Enthu- 
ſiaſt icx Labours, and at the Sight of Their Tu- 
multuous Aſſemblies, which ſeem like Armies to 
attend Them, no leſs prepared and ready to 

draw the Sword, in Defence of, than to hear 
the Words of the Preacher; that They all ap- 
pear fully diſpoſed to Maintain and Defend 
Their Cauſe, by more than ſpiritual Weapons; 
or to die Martyrs for it. And the Preachers 
Boaſting of the Lord's Aſſiſting, and Enabling 
Him * to Lift up bu Voice like a Trumpet, makes 
me believe, that rather than return to a ſober 
Mind, and leave the Field, to Preach ſound 
Doctrine, the Word of Truth in our Churches, 
which are the Houſes of God, He is reſolved to 
make His Voice the Trumpet of War; and Re- 
duce, if poſſible, This Church and State, to 
Anarchy and Confuſion: As it was effected 
once in the Laſt Century, when by a ſucceſsful 
Rebellion begun, fomented, and carried on, by 
the like Spiritual Enthuſiaſts, and Religious 
Trumpeters; till at Length, the Life of the 
Beſt of Kings, was barbarouſly taken away, by 
the Hands of Cruel and Blood-Thirſty Men; 
the Beſt of Monarchies changed into a Demo- 
cracy ; and this truly Apoſtolical Church wound- 
ed, mangled, and by Papiſts and Puritans, 
8 Journal, p. 60. | | 
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Crucified, like our Saviour, between Two ; 
Thien. | 


That this is no groundleſs Charge, no falſe 


Alarm 


againſt this Gifted Brother, appears 


from theſe Words nh His, in His Laſt Journal ; 


Pag. 79. 
My firſt askin 


Leave for the Pulpit, and 
« Preaching in the Fields, notwithſtanding They 


Lare denied, puts me in Mind of the Children 
of Iſrael firſt intreating Leave of Og King of 
© Baſhan;' and Sihon King of the Amorites, &c. 
ON go quietly through their Land, but fight- 


*ing their Way through, when Leave was de- 
nied: Like them, by the ſtrength of my Di- 


vine Leader, I ſhall at laſt — more than Con- 


« queror over all the Canaanitet,; and carnal 5 
„Teachers of the Iſrael of God“ 
Hence we ſee that Theſe Men are 1b fat fag 


: having any Regard, any Pity or Compaſſion for 


the Peace and Welfare of the Church and State, 


that They threaten, if They are denied Leave 
to go through, 


and corrupt the Land, with 
Their falſe and pernicious Poctrines; To con- 

uer all the Canaanitec, atid carnal Teachers of 
 Tfrael of God; i. e. all the Rulers of the 


Lendl and Clergy of our Church, Tig fg 
Time then that the Governours of Both ſhould 
Ariſe, and have Mercy upon our Sion; and Re- 


ſtrain and put a Stop to the Proceedings of 
Theſe Spiritual C ** leſt N prevail, 
and lay her Honour in the. . 


"Which may God 2. 1 nſunite Mercy PLING 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord ; Ts whom &c. 
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